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Deck speeds 


construction of new 


U-T Martin dormitory 


More than 30,000 34. ft. of Span-Deck pre-cast 
concrete planking were manufactured by Shelby 
Precasting Corp. for the University of Tennes- 
see's $1,093,000, 92-suite married students dormi- 
tory at Martin. Span-Deck was selected for the 
project because it is easy to handle, quick to 
erect and aesthetically pleasing. Span-Deck also 
helped maintain construction schedules since it 
is produced in the Shelby Precasting plant and 
unaffected by job-site weather conditions. 
Another recent application of this modern struc- 
tural product is the new dormitory complex at 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE INSTITUTE PCL 
TEN 
en 


б SHELBY PRECASTING CORP. 


Mary Holmes Junior College, West Point, Miss., 
utilizing 103,000 sq. ft. of Span-Deck from Shelby 
Precasting. 

Designers and builders throughout this area are 
becoming increasingly aware of the important 
benefits Span-Deck affords. It is ideal for floors, 
wall panels, ceilings and roofs. Span-Deck comes 
in 8' wide by 8” or 12” deep sections, cut to spe- 
cified length and numbered for order of erection. 
In addition, Span-Deck has special fire-retard- 
ing qualities that can result in insurance sav- 
ings. For more information, call or write 


P. O. BOX 13202 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38113 
PHONE 901-948-4578 


Knoxville 


Which door makes 
an open and shut case for itself? 


No Lowest Cost Yes 
Guarantee 
Yes Interior Lifetime Yes 
Yes 2-Year Exterior Yes 
Special 
Resin-impregnated fiber sheet 
in place of normal crossbanding on 
walnut doors. (Eliminates light line. 
No Gives door edge uniform appearance) Yes 
Yes Telegraphing No 


The Weyerhaeuser solid wood flake core 
door has features found in no other type of 
solid core door. 

It does not telegraph. And it costs less 
than the solid stave core door. 

In addition, it's positively identified by a 


gold-red-gold dowel set into the edge of the 
door. And it comes in a wide variety of 
finishes and sizes. 

Weyerhaeuser solid wood flake core doors 
are available from the Architectural Specialty 
Dealers listed below. 


Solid Wood Flake Core 


Weyerhaeuser 


ARKANSAS LAFAYETTE 
LITTLE ROCK LaFayette Wood Works 
Monarch Mill & Lumber Со. 2910 Cameron St. 


2611 West 7th NEW ORLEANS 
LOUISIANA 
BATON ROUGE 2512 Agricultural St. 


Ronald A. Coco, Inc. 


3717 Florida St. 433 Euphrosine 
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Architectural Wood Manufacturers SAMA Millwork 


Bernard Lumber Co., Inc. 


MISSISSIPPI 
JACKSON 


TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS 


Easley & Easley Millwork Gates Lumber Co. 


162 Raymond Rd. 


MERIDIAN 
Acme Building Supply 
711 ASt. 


NASHVILLE 


1253 South Bellevue 


Nixon Lumber Co. 
1340 East|McLemore Ave. 


y. E. Chilton Millwork & Lumber Co. 
510 27th Ave. North 
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Dover delvers 


elevators to meet the 
requirements of contemporary housing design 


Vista del Rio, recipient of Kansas City 
Chapter's А.1.А. Medal of Award, is а 250- 
unit apartment structure built by the Kansas 
City Education Association's Housing 
Foundation, Inc., for occupancy by the re- 
tired teachers of Kansas City. The 20-story 
building includes complete dining, infirmary, 
library, arts-crafts, recreational and activity 
spaces as well as underground parking. 
Dover manufactured the complete vertical 
transportation system, from hoisting equip- 
ment through decorative cabs. Offering 
both electric traction elevators for high-rise 
buildings and Oildraulic® elevators for 
buildings to six stories, Dover has the ca- 
pability to give you the best combination 

of equipment for any building. And Dover 
delivers the engineering assistance you 
require for plans and specifications. Write 
for catalogs, or see Sweet's Files. Dover 
Corporation, Elevator Division, Dept. U-1, 
Р. О. Box 2177, Memphis, Tenn. 38102. 

In Canada: Dover/Turnbull. 


VISTA DEL RIO, Kansas City, Missouri. ARCHITECTS: John Lawrence Daw & As- 
sociates, Architects 8 Planners, Kansas City. GENERAL CONTRACTOR: 4. E. 
Dunn Construction Co., Kansas City. Dover Elevators Installed by Dover Elevator 
Co., Kansas City. 
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Architecture Memphis is published 
bi-monthly by the Memphis Chapter 
of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects. Appearance of products or ser- 
vices, names or editorial copy does 
not constitute an endorsement by the 
Chapter or its members. 


Circulation is to registered architects 
in Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Tennessee, to Region- 
al and National AIA officials, and to 
attorneys, bankers, contractors, real- 
tors, engineers, public officials and 
interested citizens in the Memphis 
area. 
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Congress, when it passed Public Law 89-670 establishing the Department of 
Transportation, dictated that “special effort should be made to preserve the 
natural beauty of the countryside and public parks and recreation lands, 
wildlife and waterfowl refuges and historic sites”, and in the Federal Aid 
Highway Act of 1966, Congress declared that “a maximum effort be made 
to preserve Federal, State and local parklands and historic sites, and the 
beauty and historic value of such lands and sites.” 


If this is the expressed will of Congress, the question arises: Why is it that 
Overton Park, an acknowledged civic treasure, is about to be despoiled by 
the legalized vandalism of the highwayman? The answer is complex, but in 
part it is the hope of pumping dollars into a moribund downtown that has 
created an establishment hysteria eager to damn the park and build the 
expressway. 


At the forefront of this drive for self-destruction, anxious to protect the 
advertising revenues derived from downtown mercantile sources, is the 
Scripps Howard controlled news media. Scripps Howard in Memphis, with 
its two newspapers, and a radio and television station, has effectively 
censored and blacked out the pro-conservation sentiment that exists in the 
community. It has aligned itself with regressive political leadership to stifle 
and ridicule those who would protect our natural heritage. It has painted 
the cause of preservation as a hopeless waste of time, and the leaders of 
Citizens to Preserve Overton Park as anti-progress, bleeding hearted do- 
gooders. 


The result is that the bulldozers are at the gates of the park and the earth 
moving machines are waiting to cut a swath of destruction through the 
virgin forest. Memphis has been told by the Press Scimitar that—‘‘the loss is 
nothing as bad as it’s Leen painted. Some large trees will be felled, but 
mostly the areas to be used for the expressway bear scrubby trees and 
bushes.” To this we can only ask, what happened to the ideals of the late 
Edward J. Meeman? 


The Memphis Chapter AIA can take little credit for helping to preserve the 
park. It too has been told that the die is cast and that the park’s demise is 
inevitable, and for this we are sorry. But even now, more expressways are 
being planned and doubtless other civic treasures will be affected, such as 
our historic relation to the Mississippi River. Other communities in our 
nation have begun to realize that through imaginative architectural design, 
adequate funding and proper governmental coordination, an expressway 
can be a positive addition to the city. We urge that Memphis adopt this 
enlightened policy, and we implore our civic leaders and the administrators 
of the Highway Program to resolve that we shall never again face such a 
dismal situation. 
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Overton Park was purchased in November 1901 from 
Overton Lea and his wife by the City of Memphis. A 
right-of-way had existed from 1892 when the Leas sold 
a 50 foot strip thru the woodland to the Raleigh 
Springs Railroad to be used for transportation to the 
springs. This right-of-way still exists and is used by the 
Memphis Transit Authority. It is well planted and 
wooded on both sides, and therefore not too much of 
an intrusion. In 1902, the people, by popular vote, 
named the park in honor of a city founder and bene- 
factor, Judge John Overton. The park has always been 
very much in the center of recreational and cultural 
life for Memphians, and a source of pride for almost 70 
years. 
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The park comprises 342 acres of 
land of which approximately 170 
acres are Oak-Hickory climax de- 
ciduous forest, in which typical 
flora and fauna abounds. Its 
relatively undisturbed forest floor is 
covered with rotting logs, under 
story trees, shrubs and herbs. The 
size of the forest is large enough to 
encourage stop over of many 
species of migratory land birds in 
both spring and fall, and, there is 
no other location within less than 
an hour’s drive where one might ob- 
serve these transient visitors from 
northern habitats. 

For many years naturalists have 
kept daily records of arrivals and 
departures of migratory and 
residential birds, and as a science 
project, two high school students 
reported a two year study of bird 
species found daily in the park, 
winning a gold ribbon. The nearness 
of the native woodland to the 
Memphis Zoo makes coordinated 
teaching of plant and animal life a 
unique experience not usually 
accessible to city dwellers. 

An expressway will reduce the 
wooded area sufficiently to ruin it 
as а natural area suitable for shelter- 
ing wildlife, and for the promotion 
of ecological and conservational 
education. 
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“Overton Park with its natural beauty is a priceless possession of the people of 
this city. It’s value cannot be measured in dollars and cents. It is hallowed 
ground—our heritage to our children.” 

Former Mayor Watkins Overton 


“Beauty is not an easy thing to measure—it is one of the most important 
components of our true national income, not to be left out simply because 
statisticians cannot calculate its worth.” 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 


“| am opposed to highways going through any park—city, state or national.” 
Former Secretary of Interior Stuart Udall 
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“There is too much evidence in cities across America that in selecting the 

corridor and constructing the highway we have overlooked what the highway is 

supposed to serve. We have destroyed whole neighborhoods, ruined or buried 

tc parks and waterfronts, and displaced entire communities without exploring all 
possibilities.” 

Morris Ketchum, FAIA 

Past President, АТА 


“The issue at places like Overton Park affords an opportunity to demonstrate 

that democracy is not a government in behalf of special interests, but a govern- 
ment in behalf of the peoples’ interest.” 

Mike Frome 

Conservationist and Author 
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The area printed in black is the 
right-of-way that the expressway 
will require. It will use approxi- 
mately 22 acres of ground or 
roughly 7 per cent of the total park 
area. The white line in the middle 
———_ of the black area is the present 30 
foot wide paved area used ex- 


T clusively by the Memphis Transit 


Authority. 
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“There is a new philosophy underlying the highway program. It is predicated 
on the fact that social responsibility is an important aspect of highway build- 
ing. We must constantly ask ourselves if we are seeking to satisfy transportation 
needs at the expense of other vital needs of the American people. We must be 
concerned with the effect highways may have on the people living on the areas 
traversed, on their neighborhoods, their environment, their institutions and 
their resources.” 


Ralph Bartelsmeyer 
Director of the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads 


“We shape our buildings, and then our buildings shape us.” 
Winston Churchill 


“Many of the problems that today plague our suburbs and cities were created 

because the decisions that shaped them were made singly, without reference to 

other decisions. Our concern is to make sure that all the many decisions made 

on various governmental levels be coordinated so that a unified, healthy, 
efficient environment will result.” 

William L. Slayton 

Executive Vice President, AIA 
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“We need a plan to bring joy, life and happiness to our cities.” 


M. Paul Friedburg 
Landscape Architect 


“The civilized man has built a coach, but he has lost the use of his feet.” 


Ralph Waldo Emerson 


“There is more to life than increasing its speed.” 
Gandhi 
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А-М REPORTS 


ARCHITECTS ASK CHANGE IN NEXT FEDERAL HIGHWAY PROGRAM 


William L. Slayton, Executive Vice President of АГА, testifying before the House Committee on Public Works, told 
Congress that America’s next generation of Federal highways should concentrate on metropolitan areas and provide 
a unified trust fund for roads and mass transit. He recommended these changes in the planning, financing, and 
construction of the Post-Interstate Highway system: 


*Опе transportation trust fund should be generated from user taxes and other sources to support construction of 
highways, subways, bus and rail rapid transit. 


*“Substantially” greater percentages of Federal highway funds should go to meet needs of urban areas. 


*Where appropriate, "future urban expressways should include space within the right-of-way for a mass transit 
system” which could be either rail or bus. 


*New park-and-ride strategies, new transit technologies, and new ways to move pedestrians are essential in crowded 
urban cores and should be encouraged by funds from the next major national transportation act. 


*Local political jurisdictions should determine location of highway and transit links and should have a major role in 
their design. 


*Transportation Corridor Districts should be created so metropolitan areas could plan and control land near and 
affected by the new highways and transit links. As land develops around the transportation corridor, part of the 
profit from increased land value would be returned to the public treasury. In effect, such land development would 
help finance the transportation system. ч 


*Interdisciplinary teams of architects, engineers, landscape architects, and other design professionals should work 
on new major urban transportation systems, including highways, to minimize disruption of the fabric of city life 
and to build joint uses which promote a prosperous and livable city. 


*Highway funds should include money to construct housing, so that citizens in the path of the new roads can be 
relocated and a city’s housing supply will not be cut. Before highway construction starts, states and cities should 
determine how much replacement housing is needed and whether it can be supplied by the local private and public 
market without special Federal help. 


*At least two local public hearings should be required by Congress for new highways to give citizens an 
opportunity to discuss the basic route decision, then review plans later. 


*Federal law requiring “just compensation” for billboards near Interstate links should be repealed to allow local 
jurisdictions to use their police and other powers to control signs. Highway beautification has been brought “to a 
standstill” because of lack of funds and the “just compensation” provision, said AIA. 


*Three percent of appropriated highway funds should be used for landscaping and scenic enhancement to help 
make the routes “an object of civic pride.” 


*States need also to give continuing stress to qualify and variety in materials which can improve the appearance of 
new highways. Such details as road textures, bridge forms, lighting “must be given special attention.” 


ЗАН Federally-aided transportation projects should be reviewed by the newly created Office of Urban Systems and 
Environment to minimize damage to the environment. 
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CIVILIZATION CONTINUES UPON A COURSE OF EVER INCREASING COMPLEXITY 


THIS FIRM OF ARCHITECTS IS COMMITTED TO A CORRESPONDING ADVANCEMENT OF 
PROBLEM-SOLVING CAPABILITY 


JB/STUDENT UNION CHRISTIAN BROTHERS COLLEGE 
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Students Page 


STUDENTS 


The newly accredited School of Architecture at the University of Tennessee 
is for the first time eligible to compete for the Reynolds Aluminum prize. 
The local winning entry from the School was submitted by Charles D. 
Smith, a third year design student from Chattanooga, Tennessee. His sub- 
mission was a system of pedestrian circulation components. The flexibility 
of this component system was intended to solve a number of pedestrian 
auto conflicts evident in most urban areas. 


The basic components include: (1) A twelve foot horizontal module with a 
spanning capacity up to 120 feet. (2) A column which receives the hori- 
zontal members and provides a transition from horizontal to vertical move- 
ment. Openings on 3 sides of the column receive the stair modules. (3) The 
stair component is designed to plug into the column openings. Where stairs 
are not located in the column opening, handrails are inserted. 


The advantages of the system over conventional pedestrian bridges are: 


A. All Components are pre-fabricated. 

B. Components can easily be shipped to the site. 

C. Being Aluminum, the components are lightweight and weather resistant. 
D. The components are easily and quickly bolted together requiring a mini- 
mum of traffic stoppage. 

E. The components can be inventoried by a community or local govern- Charles D. Smith 
ment. 

Е. The system can be disassembled and relocated. 
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TSA 
Convention News 


The second annual Tennessee Society of 
Architects convention is scheduled for 
September 3-5 in Nashville. Convention head- 
quarters is the Sheraton Motor Inn. 


Some of the speakers: 


Louis De Moll, AIA, will discuss the In- 
stitute’s “Future of the Profession Report.” 
He is a member of the AIA committee which 
conducted an in-depth survey of the 
profession. The full report will be released 
shortly. De Moll's appearance will be the best 
chance the majority of Tennessee's architects 
have to hear this report discussed by an 
authority. 


John Wright, FAIA, will discuss Institute 
governmental affairs programs. An articulate 
speaker, Wright is thoroughly familiar with 
this subject. He will show those in attendance 
why it is in their best professional and 
financial interests to get involved in local 
government. 


Paul B. Farrell, Jr., is an architect, attorney, 
planner, and mortgage banker. He has 
authored articles in the May 1969 and May 
1970 editions of Progressive Architecture. 
These articles—and his presentation—do not 
share the same views of the architect's future 
as does the Octagon. 


The convention will offer varied social func- 
tions. One is a "Casey Jones" party at Union 
Station. 


Building products displays will again be the 


financial backbone of the convention. Over 
40 exhibits will be on display. 
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NEW PERMADECK 
ROOF DECK SYSTEM 
FIRE-RATED ONE HOUR. 


This roof deck system consists of an inch 
of Permadeck formboard on sub-purlins, 
Zonolite insulating concrete, and wire 
mesh. It's rated one hour. 

But that's only part of the Permadeck 
story. There's strength, water resistance, 
and appearance. Permadeck is all of that 
...and more. 

All Permadeck roof decks are certified. 
They're applied only by Approved Appli- 
cators who have the experience and equip- 
ment to faithfully follow the specs. 

At the plants, a rigid testing program is 
followed to assure that Permadeck equals 
or surpasses published standards. Accurate 
job records concerning applications are kept 
by Approved Applicators. 

When the job is completed, we and the ap- 
plicator jointly certify that the Permadeck 
was properly manufactured and installed 
according to architectural specifications. 

All of which assures you of satisfactory 
long-term performance. 

For complete information, call your 
Permadeck or Zonolite representative, or 
write us: Concrete Products Division, W. R. 
Grace & Co., P. O. Box 130, Brunswick, 
Georgia 31520. 


W.R. GRACE а CO. Concrete Products Division 
W. R. Grace & Co. 
P.0. Box 130, Brunswick, Georgia 31520. 
Phone (812) 265-6900 
ZONOLITE Р.0. Box 338, Terry, Mississippi 39170. 
Phone (601) 878-5565 
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We solicit inquiries from architects and contractors on their 
specifications for commercial or residential custom-built patio 
covers, awnings, loading dock covers, and marquees...all available 
in aluminum or steel. No job too big or too small-we are 
equipped to do a complete turn key job. 


22 YEARS SATISFACTORY SERVICE 


POLAR KRAFT 
MFG. СО. 


Р. О. BOX 236 ө OLIVE BRANCH, MISS. 38654 
Memphis Phone 526-5344 Olive Branch Phone 895-5576 


DESIGN - FURNITURE - CARPET: DRAPERIES ‘ACCESSORIES 


Brommers Business Interiors 3314 Poplar 323-1126 


DOWNTOWN MIDTOWN EAST 
523-1361 327-7385 682-1036 
nud 1124 BROAD AY. 5050 POPLAR AY. 


ARTISTS SUPPLIES 
7 "two-way" Radio dispatched Trucks for better service 
‘SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS - SOLD, REPAIRED & RENTED 
Architects & Engineers Supplies 


Mov xd - ДА, 


Movable Office Partitions 
Immediate service from local stock 
SALES a INSTALLATION e SERVICE 


Maury and Company 


357 CUMBERLAND ST. * MEMPHIS, TENN. * 901 452-7301 
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allied photographic 


ARCHITECTURAL PRESENTATIONS 


1418 LINCOLN AMERICAN TOWERS 
MEMPHIS, TENN, PHONE 525-3133 


mmm illustrative and Advertising Photography 
ишшш General Commercial photography 

Аг шинэ Architectural Photography 
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Industrial Illustration 


Furniture 2 


629 south cooper » memphis 4, tenn. 


901 274-3679 
BILL CARRIER * JOE CIANCIOLO + GILL KINGDON 


X M Photog. M Photog 
hof 


ЇЇ гаас 


Member by Invitation Architectural Photographers Association, New York. М. Y. 


FOR HOMES, AND INDUSTRIAL 
INSTITUTIONAL AND COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS 


THE UNITED PAINT COMPANY 
Subsidiary of Pratt & Lambert Inc. 


404 E. Mallory Ave. Phone 948-1651 
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Why not give us a call and sove hours 
у of digging for information? 


DEVOE We're here to help ga 
БО 49 SOUTH COOPER ST.. РН: 272-1764 FA PERCY l-l 
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inn keepers 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


THE COMPLETE PACKAGE FOR INSTITUTIONS 
DESIGN-FURNISHINGS-EQUIPMENT-SUPPLIES 


Serving The Architectural 


Profession And The People 
Of The South For Over 90 Years 


RESTAURANT DIV. FURNISHINGS DIV. 
Phone: 362-4561 Phone: 362-4551 
3796 Lamar Ave. 


Р. О. Box 18337 
Memphis, Term. 38118 


Binswanger 
GLASS COMPANY 
322 SO. HOLLYWOOD Phone 324-352! 


NORRELL ING. 


STE GE WT 
Distributors & Fabricators of Plastics ДТУ ж. 
$ 


ROHM 8: HAAS—Plexiglas, Flair 
CABOT CORP.—Pipe, Fittings, Valves 
ATLAS MINERALS—Corrosion Proof Cements 
Interliners, Coatings 
CARLISLE RUBBER- Sure-Seal Rubber 267 Union Avenue Phone: 526-8581 
Мета Memphis, Tennessee Area Code: 901 


721 Scott St. 327-7391 


WHITE STONE CO., INC. 


SERVING SOUTHERN BUILDERS SINCE 1908 


® Cast Stone * Cut Limestone 

* Exposed Aggregate Panels® Split Face Rubble 

9 Pre-cast Concrete * Landscape Boulders and Stone 
® Granite 

Tel. 363-0333 5354 Hungerford Rd.—Drawer C Memphis, Tenn. 38118 
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Artists and Memphis 


Ron Jerit has been associated with theatre art for the past 
twelve years both as a teacher and designer at the Universities of 
Illinois, New York, Florida and Memphis State and more 
recently as design consultant on numerous university and 
community theatres through his firm, General Theatre Consult- 
ing. Among the theatres he has consulted on in this area are: 
Memphis Little Theatre; Memphis State Fine Arts Complex; 
Southwestern Fine Art Building; Jackson, Tenn., Civic Audi- 
torium; Fine Arts Building of the University of Tennessee at 
Martin; and the Fine Arts Complex of Louisiana State Univ. at 
New Orleans. 


The design challenge of a new theatre lies in being given un- 
limited raw material—space—and in attempting to convert that 
raw material into a theatre and related spaces which will bring 
out the best in an audience and theatre artisans. Contemporary 
theatre has heightened this challenge by breaking with con- 
ventional production and architectural forms and traditional 
aesthetics. The visionaries in the theatre have made demands 
which architects, designers, and manufacturers must solve in 
new materials and spatial forms. Essential to the search for such 
solutions is a thoroughgoing knowledge and a working pro- 
ficiency in the many crafts of the theatre, from design to pro- 
duction. A solution is found when the symbiotic relationship 
between actor and theatre space invites the audience to "play 
house” in the illusory world of the theatre and the audience 
willing gives itself to an evolving dramatic action. Joined in this 
way, architectural spaces, the moving actor and the willing 
audience become inseparable. 


ARCHITECTURE MEMPHIS 
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